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HENRY MORE (1614-87)

Dr. Henry More, the most fantastic and mercurial of the Cam-
bridge Platonists, was a man of great learning and tireless literary
activity. His early writings are poems in which he expounds in
Spenserian verse a compound of neoplatonism and Christianity.
^vxuSla Platonica, or a Platonicall Song of the Soul appeared in 1642
and in 1647 Philosophical Poems, including an enl. version of The
Song of the Soul. A. B. Grosart included an ed. of this work in his
Chertsey Worthies Library (1878), and there is a very good
modern ed. by G. Bullough in the Publications of the Uni-
versity of Manchester (1931) with a valuable in trod. In 1652
he published An Antidote against Atheism, an attempt to con-
fute Hobbes's materialism, and in 1656 Enthusiasmus Trium-
phatus, an exposure of the emotional types of religion fashionable
under the protectorate. In 1660 appeared The Grand Mystery of
Godliness and in 1664 The Mystery of Iniquity. In the Divine Dia-
logues (1668), he attempts a popular exposition of his philosophy
in a series of dialogues containing some of his most attractive
.writing. He admired Descartes at first and pub. his corres-
pondence with him in 1662, but later he changed his opinion, and
in his Enchiridion Metaphysicum (1668) denounces the Cartesian
philosophy. More had pub. in 1662 a collection of his early works
called A Collection of Several Philosophical Writings of Dr. Henry More.
In 1679, believing that his writings would become philosophical
classics. More tr. them all into Latin and pub. them in two large
folio vols. called Henrici Mori Cantabrigiensis Opera Omnia.

There is a useful modern selection from More's works called
Philosophical Writings of Henry More., ed. F. I. Mackinnon (O.U.P.,
N.Y., 1925) with an introd. and a complete bibliography of
his writings.

Biography and Criticism.

In the Latin introd. to his Opera Omnia of 1679 More gives some
interesting details of his life. Richard Ward, Rector of Ingoldsby in
Lincolnshire, pub. in 1710 his excellent Life of the learned and
Pious Dr. Henry More. A second part of this work dealing with
More's writings is preserved in MS. at Christ's College, Cam-
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